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Commentary

These Regulations are proposed to be made by the UK
Government pursuant to section 8 (1) of, and paragraph 21 of
Schedule 7 to, the European Union (Withdrawal) Act 2018.

These Regulations amend retained EU food and drink
legislation. The provisions in these Regulations largely
amend rules on wine and spirit drinks, with most of them
concerning geographical indication (“GI”) schemes. The
amendments generally replace the current EU GI schemes with
UK GI schemes. There are also a small number of EU Exit
amendments to EU law on food and agricultural GI schemes.

The changes being made by these Regulations are minor changes
to statutory instruments which have already been consented to
by Welsh Ministers but which relate to an area of competence




which is in dispute, as set out in the statement laid by the
Welsh Government dated 16 October 2019.

Legal Advisers agree with the statement laid by the Welsh
Government dated 16 October 2019 regarding the effect of
these Regulations.

The above summary and the content of the Explanatory
Memorandum to these Regulations confirm their effect. We are
satisfied that the Regulations are only making corrections to
the current legislative framework to ensure that it remains
operable, rather than enacting new policy in devolved areas.

Legal Advisers do not consider that any significant issues
arise under paragraph 8 of the Memorandum on the European
Union (Withdrawal) Bill and the Establishment of Common
Frameworks in relation to these Regulations.




