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National Assembly for Wales 
Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee  

Welcome to our committee update 
 

This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at widening 
engagement in the Committee’s activities and helping you to provide information and 
expertise to officials and Members. It has been produced by the Clerking team which 
supports the Committee’s work.  

The Committee’s twitter feed @SeneddEIS carries all our latest news, and details of 
inquiries and meetings. 
 

Work undertaken – Spring 
2019 

The Future Development of 
Transport for Wales  
 

The Committee undertook an inquiry 
into the Future Development of 
Transport for Wales, with a particular 
emphasis on effective governance and 
transparency. 

Following a consultation exercise which 
drew 27 responses, the Committee held 
oral evidence sessions with a number of 
stakeholders including Professor Iain 
Docherty, North Wales Economic 
Ambition Board, Community Transport 
Association, Bus Users Wales, Federation 
of Small Businesses, and Prospect Trade 
Union. As part of the inquiry, the 
Committee visited Manchester to meet 
with representatives from Transport for 
Greater Manchester, Transport for the 
North and Mersey Travel, in order to gain 
lessons of best practice.  

The Committee concluded its inquiry in 
March following evidence sessions with 
Transport for Wales and the Minister for 
Economy and Transport, and will report 
in May.  

Electric Vehicle Charging 
Infrastructure in Wales  
 

On 13 March, the Committee published 
its draft report (PDF 463KB) which 
contained 12 emerging conclusions and 
discussion points. The Committee also 
launched a discussion board which 
allowed stakeholders to respond to the 
draft report and submit their views on 
the emerging conclusions and 
discussion points. The draft report and 
feedback will be used as the basis of 
discussion with the Minister for 
Economy and Transport on 15 May. A 
backbench debate on Electric Vehicles 
is also scheduled to take place in the 
Siambr that afternoon. 
 

Barriers facing small 
homebuilding firms 
 

In December the Committee began a 
short inquiry into the barriers facing 
small home building firms. The 
Committee took evidence from a 
number of experts including Federation 
of Master Builders, Federation of Small 
Businesses, Home Builders Federation, 
Royal Town Planning Institute and 
Community Housing Cymru. The inquiry 
concluded in March when the 

https://twitter.com/SeneddEIS
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=329&RPID=1515153641&cp=yes
https://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld12394/cr-ld12394-e.pdf
https://senedd.dialogue-app.com/drft_eis_report/
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=23590


2 | P a g e  

 

Committee scrutinised the Deputy 
Minister for Housing and Local 
Government, and will report later this 
term.  
 

Research and Innovation 
 

In advance of a proposed Post-
Compulsory Education and Training 
(PCET) Bill, during the Autumn term the 
Committee conducted pre-legislative 
scrutiny of Welsh Government funded 
university research and innovation 
activity. On 11 April, the Committee 
published its report (PDF 557KB) which 
contained 11 recommendations and 2 
conclusions. The Welsh Government’s 
response is expected at the end of May. 

Regional Skills Partnerships 
 

In January the Committee launched its 
inquiry into Regional Skills Partnerships, 
in light of their increasing influence and 
key role in economic development in 
Wales. Following a consultation exercise 
which drew 29 responses, the 
Committee took oral evidence from a 
number of stakeholders, including 
representatives from the three Regional 
Skills Partnerships. The inquiry will 
conclude on 15 May when the 
Committee scrutinises the Minister for 
Economy and Transport and the 
Minister for Education. 
 

 

 

 

 

Committee activity for 
the Summer term 2019 

Please note that information regarding 
dates and topics of inquiry is subject to 
change depending on emerging 
priorities. 

Updated information can be found at: 
http://w.ly/WnQL30nC57n   

Access to Banking  

The Committee has launched an inquiry 
into access to banking, in order to 
examine the impact of bank branch 
closures in Wales on local businesses, 
consumers and the Welsh economy, 
and to explore what steps can be taken 
to address any issues. The deadline for 
submissions to this consultation is Friday 
17 May. 

Improving public transport  

The Committee has agreed to undertake 
a short piece of work to conduct pre-
legislative scrutiny of the Welsh 
Government’s White Paper: Improving 
public transport. The Committee will be 
hosting a stakeholder event on May 1 to 
gather views on the Welsh 
Government’s proposals for buses and 
taxis. The Committee will also be taking 
evidence from representatives of Local 
Government on 23 May. 

Annual Scrutiny of the Minister for 
Economy and Transport 

The Committee has invited the Minister 
for Economy and Transport and the 
Deputy Minister for Economy and 
Transport to give evidence to the 
Committee on 9 May 2019. 

https://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld12496/cr-ld12496-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=24100
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=339&RPID=1515155178&cp=yes
http://w.ly/WnQL30nC57n
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=354&RPID=1515148772&cp=yes
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Remit 

The Committee was established on 28 
June 2016 to examine legislation and 
hold the Welsh Government to account 
by scrutinising expenditure, 
administration and policy matters, 
encompassing (but not restricted to): 
economic development; transport; 
infrastructure; employment; skills; and 
research and development, including 
technology and science. 

Contact details                                     

You can email the Committee Clerking 
Team: SeneddEIS@Assembly.Wales  

Phone us: 0300 200 6565  

Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddEIS 

Website: 
www.assembly.wales/SeneddEIS  

 

Committee Members 
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