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Introduction
The Culture, Welsh Language and 
Communications Committee was 
established in 2016 to ensure a greater 
focus on issues such as culture; the arts; 
historic environment; Welsh language; 
communications; broadcasting and the 
media.

Your views and opinions are at the heart of the Committee’s 
work. When you share your views and take part in inquiries 
– you’re helping to fulfil the Committee’s role in holding the 
Welsh Government to account.

We are the National 
Assembly for Wales. 
We are the democratically 
elected body that represents 
the interests of Wales and 
its people, makes laws 
for Wales, agrees Welsh 
taxes and holds the Welsh 
Government to account.

© National Assembly for Wales Commission Copyright 2018
The text of this document may be reproduced free of charge in any 
format or medium providing that it is reproduced accurately and 
not used in a misleading or derogatory context. The material must 
be acknowledged as copyright of the National Assembly for Wales 
Commission and the title of the document specified.
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Hitting the Right 
Note
Inquiry into funding for and access to 
music education 

June 2018

Hearing from some that Welsh music education was in a state 
of 'crisis' was a startling revelation for the Committee, with 
cuts to funding meaning children and young people may be 
missing out on valuable opportunities to learn through music. 
It’s no surprise, therefore, that music education was chosen as 
the focus of the Committee’s work in a public poll.

The Committee found that there were substantial differences 
in the provision of music education in different parts of Wales, 
caused in part by funding cuts, but also through a lack of 
strategic leadership from the Welsh Government.

Amongst a number of recommendations the Committee 
made to Welsh Government was that a new national body 
should be responsible for delivering music services across 
Wales, and to ensure that music services are protected, 
nurtured and accessible to all. 
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Read all about it
Inquiry into News Journalism in Wales

May 2018

Newspaper closures, mergers and job losses are some of the 
effects of the decline of commercial news journalism in Wales. 
The reality of current journalism in Wales led the Committee 
to seek evidence on key issues and make recommendations 
which they believe can help improve the current situation or 
nurture possible solutions.

While hyperlocal media was found to be an area where Wales 
is ahead of the game compared to the rest of the UK, with 
a willingness and appetite to start up hyperlocal sites, the 
Committee found that sustaining them was a much harder 
prospect.

In its Report, the Committee concluded the Welsh 
Government should formally recognise supporting news 
journalism as a strategic priority and should examine ways 
to support the sector in Wales. One option could be through 
more intelligent use of public notices and advertising budget, 
another is to consider a more direct funding model, possibly 
through an arms-length body. 
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Outside the box
The Future of S4C 

August 2017

With significant cuts and threats to its independence, the 
future of S4C is a key concern for the Committee. In 2017, it 
ran an inquiry into the future of S4C to ensure views from 
Wales form part of the UK Government Department for 
Digital, Culture, Media and Sport’s planned review into the 
broadcaster. 

The Committee’s Report called on the UK Government 
review to recognise the scale of the cuts that S4C has faced 
since 2011, with future funding based on a clear definition of 
what the broadcaster is expected to deliver, at a level that 
ensures it can match these requirements. The Committee also 
believes S4C’s position as an independent organisation and 
broadcaster needs to be protected, that its current regulatory 
and management structure be changed. 

Among the Committee’s many recommendations were that 
S4C should be given the ability able to work with independent 
producers to identify commercial potential and market 
content, while sharing the financial risks and benefits; and that 
all public sector broadcasters in Wales should be required to 
provide part of their content in Welsh.  
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Get Involved 
This is just a snapshot of the Committee’s 
work, which has also included Findings 
on the Independent Review of Support 
for Publishing and Literature in 
Wales (March 2018) and Achieving the 
Ambition: The Welsh Government’s new 
Welsh Language Strategy (May 2017).  

This summer, the Culture, Welsh Language and 
Communications Committee will once again look to the 
public to decide its next line of work.

Take part in the public poll to have your say on culture, Welsh 
language and communications in Wales.

For the latest from the Committee, follow @SeneddCWLC on 
Twitter.


