
 

National Assembly for Wales 

Economy, Infrastructure and Skills Committee  

Welcome to our committee update 
This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at widening engagement in the 

Committee’s activities and helping you to provide information and expertise to officials and Members. 

It has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the Committee’s work.  

The Committee’s twitter feed @SeneddEIS carries all our latest news, and details of inquiries and 
meetings. 
 
Following the cabinet reshuffle, the Committee’s Membership has changed. The updated line-up can 

be seen at the end of this newsletter. 

Work undertaken - autumn 

2017 

City Deals and the Regional 

Economies of Wales 
On 2 November, the Committee published its 

report (PDF 1MB) which contained 11 

recommendations and 7 conclusions. 

 

The Welsh Government issued its response (PDF 

186KB) in December and accepted the majority 

of the report’s recommendations.  

 

Both the report and the Welsh Government 

response will be debated in Plenary on 24 

January. 

 

Selling Wales to the World 
The Committee undertook an inquiry to explore 

the concept of Selling Wales to the World and 

to look at what has been done to date, and what 

might be done in the future in terms of trade, 

tourism and skills/training. 

 

Following a consultation which drew 17 

responses, the Committee took oral evidence 

from Universities Wales and from panels 

representing the education, trade and tourism 

sectors. 

The Committee scrutinised the Cabinet 

Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure on 

19 October. 

To further understand the support on offer for 

exporters and the role of overseas offices, the 

Committee visited Brussels in October to meet 

with representatives from the Welsh and UK 

Governments, Welsh Universities Brussels office 

and the embassies of other countries.  

 
 

The report is currently in the drafting stage and 

it is due to be published later this term. 

 

The Rail Franchise and South 

Wales Metro 
The Committee led a debate on its report – On 

the right track? The Rail Franchise and South 

Wales Metro (PDF 1MB) in the Senedd Siambr 

on 27 September. 

http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s68161/Report.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70167/%20Welsh%20Government%20response.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=19347
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/3e700caf-1767-4ab5-b798-babca66c31ee?inPoint=1:17:37&outPoint=2:14:32
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/3e700caf-1767-4ab5-b798-babca66c31ee?inPoint=0:00:17&outPoint=1:17:37
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/5d30b37d-8a5e-48dc-81e8-9aaad5da3a45?inPoint=1:12:22&outPoint=2:15:37
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/4f190883-c3c2-4288-ac17-f16a54fce383?inPoint=1:10:16
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/3723b901-0652-47f6-93e9-985eb6168170?inPoint=0:00:50&outPoint=1:05:42
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/3723b901-0652-47f6-93e9-985eb6168170?inPoint=0:00:50&outPoint=1:05:42
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11093/cr-ld11093-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11093/cr-ld11093-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11093/cr-ld11093-e.pdf


 

The video of the session can be seen on 

Senedd.tv, and the transcript is also available. 

In his response (PDF 198KB), the Cabinet 

Secretary accepted or accepted in principle all of 

the Committee’s recommendations. 

 

Ministerial scrutiny  
On 27 September, the Committee held scrutiny 

sessions with the Minister for Skills and 

Science; and the Cabinet Secretary for 

Economy and Infrastructure on the broad topic 

areas of their respective portfolios.  

 

The Impact of Congestion on Bus 

Services 
The Committee led a debate on its report -

Taming the traffic: Impacts of congestion on 

bus services (PDF 547KB) in the Senedd Siambr 

on 11 October. 

 

The video of the session can be seen on 

Senedd.tv, and the transcript is also available. 

In his response (PDF 204KB), the Cabinet 

Secretary accepted all of the Committee’s 

recommendations. 

Finance Wales / Development 

Bank of Wales  
On 25 October, the Committee scrutinised the 

Chairman and Chief Executive of the 

Development Bank of Wales on the 

performance as outlined in the 2016-17 Finance 

Wales Annual report.  

 

It was also an opportunity to consider the 

transition from Finance Wales to the 

Development Bank of Wales, which was 

launched on 18 October. 

 

Following the session, the Committee wrote to 

the Cabinet Secretary for Economy and 

Infrastructure in November with three 

recommendations – which he has accepted. 

Welsh Government Draft Budget 

2018-19 
On 15 November, the Committee held a scrutiny 

session with the Minister for Skills and Science 

on the Welsh Government’s draft budget 

proposals  

2018-19. 

 

Due to unforeseen circumstances initial scrutiny 

of the Cabinet Secretary for Economy and 

Infrastructure was undertaken in writing. A 

follow up session will be held on 17 January. 

 

The Committee published a short report on the 

draft budget (PDF 248KB), highlighting a 

number of headline issues. 

 

Digital Infrastructure in Wales 
The Committee led a debate on its report –

Digital Infrastructure in Wales (PDF 681KB) in 

the Senedd Siambr on 22 November. 

 

The video of the session can be seen on 

Senedd.tv, and the transcript is also available. 

In her response (PDF 186KB), the Minister 

accepted or accepted in principle all of the 

Committee’s recommendations. 

 

Apprenticeships in Wales 2017 / 

Careers Wales 
Following some criticism of Careers Wales 

voiced in the Committee’s recent inquiry on 

Apprenticeships in Wales 2017, the Committee 

invited them back on 23 November to further 

scrutinise the work they are doing. 

The Committee is currently drafting a report on 

Apprenticeships in Wales 2017 which is due to be 

published this term and makes reference to the 

work of Careers Wales. 

http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/f2d81a71-2962-477e-8c18-54bfdd2edf5b?inPoint=1:04:33&outPoint=2:05:56
http://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/4645?lang=en-GB#A932
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld11194/gen-ld11194-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/5d30b37d-8a5e-48dc-81e8-9aaad5da3a45?inPoint=0:00:22&outPoint=1:12:22
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/5d30b37d-8a5e-48dc-81e8-9aaad5da3a45?inPoint=0:00:22&outPoint=1:12:22
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/5d30b37d-8a5e-48dc-81e8-9aaad5da3a45?inPoint=2:15:37
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/5d30b37d-8a5e-48dc-81e8-9aaad5da3a45?inPoint=2:15:37
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11145/cr-ld11145-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11145/cr-ld11145-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/f5c66324-4e50-4e6f-a23e-666756324f33?inPoint=1:21:50&outPoint=2:11:40
http://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/4649#A971
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld11218/gen-ld11218-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/1c3c73e3-ddd9-43db-8410-fa1a29abcbbb?inPoint=0:00:08&outPoint=1:30:14
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/1c3c73e3-ddd9-43db-8410-fa1a29abcbbb?inPoint=0:00:08&outPoint=1:30:14
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70604/EIS5-01-18p9%20Correspondence%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Cabinet%20Secretary%20for%20Economy%20and%20Infrastructu.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70604/EIS5-01-18p9%20Correspondence%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Cabinet%20Secretary%20for%20Economy%20and%20Infrastructu.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70604/EIS5-01-18p9%20Correspondence%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Cabinet%20Secretary%20for%20Economy%20and%20Infrastructu.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70605/EIS5-01-18p10%20Correspondence%20from%20the%20Cabinet%20Secretary%20for%20Economy%20and%20Infrastructure%20to%20the%20Ch.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/02f9f0b1-d994-45bb-8815-8a32e5122952?inPoint=0:14:43&outPoint=1:16:23
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11299/cr-ld11299-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld11299/cr-ld11299-e.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s66105/Report%20-%20Digital%20Infrastructure%20in%20Wales%20PDF%20680KB.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/47f19c1d-b832-483f-b5b2-358ff79eaaf6?inPoint=1:36:06&outPoint=2:26:18
http://record.assembly.wales/Plenary/4660#A39950
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70167/%20Welsh%20Government%20response.pdf
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/7b85e849-f99e-4900-b115-04313aae1594?inPoint=1:29:06&outPoint=2:31:53
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/7b85e849-f99e-4900-b115-04313aae1594?inPoint=1:29:06&outPoint=2:31:53
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/7b85e849-f99e-4900-b115-04313aae1594?inPoint=1:29:06&outPoint=2:31:53


 

Traffic Commissioner for Wales 
On 29 November, the Committee scrutinised 

the Traffic Commissioner for Wales on his first 

annual report to the Welsh Government. 

Scrutiny of the Traffic Commissioner will be held 

on an annual basis. 

 

Understanding railways 
The Committee sought to deepen its 

understanding of rail issues. 

On 19 October, the Committee visited Arriva 

Trains Wales (ATW) Canton depot to meet with 

the new ATW Managing Director and other 

personnel to discuss fleet maintenance and the 

challenges posed by autumn weather 

conditions. 

 
 

On 29 November, the Committee held a private 

Q&A with Chair of Network Rail (NR) Sir Peter 

Hendy, and other key NR staff. 

 

Town centre regeneration – 5 

years on 
On 7 December, the Committee scrutinised the 

Minister for Housing and Regeneration on 

Town centre regeneration as a follow-up to the 

work undertaken by its predecessor Enterprise 

and Business Committee in 2012.  

 

Prior to the formal meeting with the Minister, 

the Committee held an informal session with 

stakeholders to hear their views on the main 

issues facing town centres in Wales. 

A short report is being drafted and is due to be 

published shortly.  

 

http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/8b0595e0-ced1-4624-85b1-3d7f13038fe0?inPoint=0:00:26&outPoint=1:12:48
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/8b0595e0-ced1-4624-85b1-3d7f13038fe0?inPoint=0:00:26&outPoint=1:12:48
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/890e612d-0ab6-4eaf-802d-eb2d3c460f4c?inPoint=0:00:13&outPoint=1:05:16
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/890e612d-0ab6-4eaf-802d-eb2d3c460f4c?inPoint=0:00:13&outPoint=1:05:16


 

Committee activity for the 

spring term 2018 

Please note that information regarding dates 

and topics of inquiry is subject to change 

depending on emerging priorities. 

Updated information can be found at: 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-

home/committees/Pages/Committee-

Profile.aspx?cid=446  

Superfast Cymru / Welsh Government Digital 

action plan 

The Committee will hold a formal session with 

BT representatives to discuss whether they have 

met their contractual requirements under the 

Superfast Cymru programme and to discuss the 

broader issues regarding communication and 

planning of the programme.  

The Committee will also hold a scrutiny session 

with the Leader of the House on Superfast 

Cymru and the Welsh Government’s Digital 

action plan.  

Both sessions are scheduled for 25 January. 

New powers: New possibilities  

 Under the latest Government of Wales Act 

which will be enacted on 1 April 2018, the 

government will have new powers over 

transport.  

The Committee will hold a set of workshops 

inviting experts in the relevant areas to discuss 

the legislation and what issues it might be 

possible to address. The proposed workshop 

topics include bus registration, taxi / private 

hire, ports and speed limits. 

The first workshop will be held on 17 January. 

 

 

Enterprise Zones 

 The Committee will continue to scrutinise 

this policy area by holding formal evidence 

sessions with the Chairs of the Enterprise Zone 

boards, and a session with the Cabinet 

Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure on 

14 February.  

A Committee is proposing a visit to meet with 

the Chairs of the north Wales Enterprise Zone 

boards. This would also allow Members the 

opportunity to speak to businesses located in 

the zones. 

Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013 – Post 

Legislative Scrutiny 

 The Committee will undertake post-legislative 

scrutiny to build on initial scrutiny undertaken 

by the predecessor Enterprise and Business 

Committee (Active Travel: the start of the 

journey - February 2016).  

The Committee issued a consultation which 

closes on 14 February and is also conducting a 

public survey and focus groups to gather 

further evidence. Oral evidence sessions will 

take place in March. 

National Infrastructure Commission for Wales 

 Update: The post was advertised before 

Christmas and the Committee now expects to 

hold a pre-appointment hearing for the 

proposed new Chair during the summer term. 

The hearing was a recommendation (R6) of 

the Committee’s report (PDF 576KB) 

published in January 2017. 

Draft budget scrutiny and the Government’s 

new Economic Action Plan 

 The Committee will hold a scrutiny session on 

the Welsh Government’s draft budget and the 

new Economic Action Plan with the Cabinet 

Secretary for Economy and Infrastructure on 

17 January. 

http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/committees/Pages/Committee-Profile.aspx?cid=446
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/committees/Pages/Committee-Profile.aspx?cid=446
http://www.assembly.wales/en/bus-home/committees/Pages/Committee-Profile.aspx?cid=446
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20802
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20802
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20802
http://www.senedd.cynulliad.cymru/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20809
http://www.senedd.cynulliad.cymru/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=20809
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=288&RPID=1509954528&cp=yes
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld10901/cr-ld10901-e.pdf


 

Robots and the Economy / Future for Skills – 

Thought leadership sessions 

 The Committee intends to invite experts to 

discuss these issues during the term. 

The Apprenticeship Levy in Wales – follow-up 

 The Committee will write to key stakeholders 

to follow-up the Committee’s inquiry into the 

Apprenticeship Levy in the run up to the 

anniversary of its introduction on 1 April.  

City Deals and the Regional Economies of 

Wales 

 The Committee report (PDF 1MB) and the 

Government response (PDF 186KB) will be 

debated in Plenary on 24 January.  

 

Remit 

The Committee was established on 28 June 2016 

to examine legislation and hold the Welsh 

Government to account by scrutinising 

expenditure, administration and policy matters, 

encompassing (but not restricted to): economic 

development; transport; infrastructure; 

employment; skills; and research and 

development, including technology and science. 

Contact details 

You can email the Committee Clerking Team: 

SeneddEIS@Assembly.Wales  

Phone us: 0300 200 6565  

Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddEIS 

Website: www.assembly.wales/SeneddEIS  

Committee Members 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=16443
http://senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=16443
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s68161/Report.pdf
http://senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s70167/%20Welsh%20Government%20response.pdf
mailto:SeneddEIS@Assembly.Wales
https://twitter.com/seneddEcon
http://www.assembly.wales/SeneddEIS

