Carl Sargeant AC/AM
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Gymunedau a Phlant
Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children

Ein cyf/Our ref: MA-L-CS-0123-17
John Griffiths AM
Chair of the Equalities, Local Government and Communities Committee
13th March 2017

Dear John
ABOLITION OF THE RIGHT TO BUY AND ASSOCIATED RIGHTS (WALES) BILL
To support the Committee’s scrutiny of the Abolition of the Right to Buy and Associated
Rights (Wales) Bill which I introduced into the National Assembly for Wales today, please
find attached a Statement of Policy Intent. This document provides information on the
policy intent for the delegated powers within the Bill, if enacted.
I have also published two research reports and six impact assessments as additional
material relevant to the Bill. These can be found on the Welsh Government website
http://gov.wales/topics/housing-and-regeneration/legislation/abolition-of-right-to-buy-andassociated-rights/?lang=en

I trust Members will find these documents helpful and I look forward to providing evidence to
the Committee in due course.
A copy of this letter and the attachment referenced is also being sent to Huw Irranca-Davies
AM, Chair of the Constitutional and Legislative Affairs Committee.
Yours sincerely

Carl Sargeant AC/AM
Ysgrifennydd y Cabinet dros Gymunedau a Phlant
Cabinet Secretary for Communities and Children
Bae Caerdydd • Cardiff Bay
Caerdydd • Cardiff
CF99 1NA

Canolfan Cyswllt Cyntaf / First Point of Contact Centre:
0300 0604400
Gohebiaeth.Carl.Sargeant@llyw.cymru
Correspondence.Carl.Sargeant@gov.wales

Rydym yn croesawu derbyn gohebiaeth yn Gymraeg. Byddwn yn ateb gohebiaeth a dderbynnir yn Gymraeg yn Gymraeg ac ni fydd
gohebu yn Gymraeg yn arwain at oedi.
We welcome receiving correspondence in Welsh. Any correspondence received in Welsh will be answered in Welsh and corresponding
in Welsh will not lead to a delay in responding.

Abolition of the Right to Buy and Associated
Rights (Wales) Bill

Policy intent for subordinate legislation to be made
under this Bill
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ABOLITION OF THE RIGHT TO BUY AND ASSOCIATED RIGHTS (WALES) BILL POLICY INTENT
FOR SUBORDINATE LEGISLATION
This document provides an indication of the current policy intention for the subordinate legislation that
the Welsh Ministers are empowered or required to make under the provisions of the Abolition of the
Right to Buy and Associated Rights (Wales) Bill. It has been published in order to assist the
responsible Committee during the scrutiny of the Bill and should be read in conjunction with Chapter 5
of the Explanatory Memorandum and Explanatory Notes.
The Abolition of the Right to Buy and Associated Rights (Wales) Bill will end all variations of the Right to
Buy and the Right to Acquire. There will be at least a one year period after Royal Assent before
abolition. The rights in respect of new-supply social housing will end two months after Royal Assent.
The Bill provides for:


Restriction on exercising the right to buy



Exceptions to the restriction on exercising the right to buy



Restriction on exercising the right to acquire



Abolition of the right to buy and the right to acquire



Information for tenants and prospective tenants



Removal of power to make grants in respect of discounts



Consequential amendments and repeals

Section 9 of the Bill provides that sections 5, 8 and 10 come into force on the day the Bill receives
Royal Assent. Sections 1, 2 and 3 come into force at the end of the period of 2 months after Royal
Assent. The remaining provisions in the Bill will be commenced by Order, but sections 4 and 6 cannot
come into force before the end of the period of 12 months from Royal Assent.
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Table 2 - Summary of powers to make subordinate legislation for provisions in the Abolition of the right to buy and
associated rights (Wales) Bill
Section

Description

Section 3(2)
(Inserts section
121ZB(4))

The Welsh Ministers may, by regulations, amend section
121ZB by adding further descriptions of cases in which the
right to buy can be exercised in Wales

Section 5(2)
(Inserts section
16C(2)

The Welsh Ministers may, by regulations, amend section
16C by adding further circumstances in which the right to
acquire can be exercised

Section 9

Policy intention

Section 121ZB lists the exceptions to the restrictions on exercising
the right to buy. The power at section 121ZB (4) enables the Welsh
Ministers to amend the list of exceptions by adding further
circumstances in which the right to buy can be exercised. This power
would only be used to reflect policy changes and/or to respond to
changes in social housing market conditions.

Section 16C lists the exceptions to the restriction of the right to
acquire. The power at section 16C(2) enables the Welsh Ministers to
amend the list of exceptions by adding further circumstances in which
the right to acquire can be exercised. This power would only be used
to reflect policy changes and/or to respond to changes in social
housing market conditions.
Section 9 gives Welsh Ministers the power to, by regulations, This power will only be used for making changes to other legislation
make any supplemental, incidental, consequential,
needed in consequence of the provisions of this Bill.
transitory, and transitional or savings provision they consider The majority of consequential changes to primary legislation have
necessary for the provisions of the Bill to gain full effect.
been included on the face of the Bill. Consequential amendments to
the Housing Act 1985 are to be made by secondary legislation to
allow flexibility for the timing of such amendments, in light of the
interaction between the implementation of this Bill and of the Renting
Homes (Wales) Act 2016. A draft of the consequential amendments
required to the Housing Act 1985 will be made available to the
committee.
Transitional, saving and consequential elements are designed to
cater for the process removing the right to buy and right to acquire in
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Wales so that the new law operates as intended.
Section 11(3)

The Welsh Ministers may, by order, provide for provisions of
the Bill to come into force on a day appointed by the Welsh
Ministers. In respect of sections 6 and 7 (abolition of the
right to buy and associated rights and the removal of the
power to make grants in respect of discounts) the Welsh
Ministers may not appoint a day which is before the period of
12 months beginning with the day on which the Bill receives
Royal Assent (section 11(4)).
The Welsh Ministers may make transitory, transitional or
saving provision in connection with the coming into force of
any provision of the Bill (section 11(5)).
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This power will only be used to bring into force provisions of the Bill.
It is intended that a commencement order will be made shortly after
Royal Assent to specify the date for coming into force of section 6
(amongst others) which will give effect to abolition. This will provide
tenants and landlords with as much notice as possible before
abolition. The relevant date will also be included in the information
produced and sent to tenants under section 8 of the Bill.

