
 

National Assembly for Wales 

Enterprise and Business Committee  

Welcome to our committee update 

This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at widening engagement in the 

Committee’s activities and helping you to provide information and expertise to officials and Members. It 

has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the Committee’s work.  

The Committee also operates a Twitter feed. For all the latest news from the Committee follow us on: 

@SeneddEcon 

 

Work undertaken autumn 

2015 

Scrutiny session with the UK 

Department for Transport 
The Committee held a scrutiny session with 

the UK Department for Transport on 17 

September. This session covered a range of rail, 

bus and ports issues relevant to several of the 

Committee’s current and future work strands. 

Potential of the Maritime 

Economy Inquiry 

The Committee continued gathering evidence 

on its inquiry into the Potential of the Maritime 

Economy in Wales.  

The final session was held at the National 

Waterfront Museum in Swansea as part of the 

Assembly’s Senedd@Swansea initiative on 15 

October. The Committee questioned witnesses 

from Local Government, academia and the 

proposed Swansea Tidal Lagoon project. The 

Committee also scrutinised the Minister for 

Economy, Science and Transport at this meeting. 

Above: Joyce Watson AM and Jeff Cuthbert AM 

listen to the response from Edwina Hart AM, 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport. 

Above: Eluned Parrot AM questions Philip 

Holmes, City and County of Swansea Council and 

Gareth Nutt, Neath Port Talbot County Borough 

Council. 

On 23 September, the Committee scrutinised 

the Minister for Finance and Government 

Business on the implementation of the EU 
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Structural Funds Programmes for 2014-2020, 

including prioritisation given to supporting the 

maritime economy and marine energy.  

The Committee is due to publish its report in the 

New Year. 

EU Funding Ambassadors 
The Committee questioned the EU Funding 

Ambassadors on 23 September, for the first 

time since their appointment in December 2014. 

It was an opportunity for Members to gain a 

greater understanding of the role of the EU 

Funding Ambassadors, who were appointed in 

response to a recommendation from the 

committee.  

The Committee also scrutinised the Minister 

for Finance and Government Business on EU 

Funding Programmes including the role of the 

EU Funding Ambassadors. 

Employment Opportunities for 

People Over 50 
The Committee published its report (PDF, 408 

KB) on Employment Opportunities for people 

over 50 in July 2015.  

The Welsh Government’s response (PDF, 135 

KB) was published in September 2015.  

On 7 October, the Committee recalled some of 

the witnesses who gave oral evidence to the 

inquiry, to hear their views of the Deputy 

Minister’s response to the Committee’s 

recommendations. 

The Committee also scrutinised the Deputy 

Minister for Skills and Technology on her 

response and her next steps. 

Horizon 2020 and Erasmus 
The Committee held a follow-up scrutiny 

session on Horizon 2020 and Erasmus+ with the 

Deputy Minister for Skills and Technology on 21 

October. The Committee also took oral 

evidence from key stakeholders at this 

session. 

Rugby World Cup Transport 

Planning 
On 5 November, the Committee invited a range 

of stakeholders to a one day inquiry to 

investigate the planning and delivery of 

transport provision around the Rugby World 

Cup and to see what lessons could be learned for 

future high profile events. 

 
Above: The Rugby World Cup Trophy on display 

outside the Senedd Building, Cardiff Bay. 

The Committee published its report (PDF, 495 

KB) on 2 December which contained 9 

recommendations. The Committee produced a 

short Slate Digital report, designed to be more 

accessible. 

A Plenary debate has been scheduled for 3 

February. 

Bus and Community Transport 

Services 

The Committee commenced its inquiry into Bus 

and Community Services and issued a public 

consultation which closed on 21 October. The 

Committee received consultation and over 

1000 responses to their online survey (PDF 882 

KB). 

Oral evidence sessions were held with key 

stakeholders and the Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport was scrutinised on 3 

December. 

The Committee is due to publish its report later 

in the spring. 
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Scrutiny of the Chief Scientific 

Officer 
The Committee scrutinised Professor Julie 

Williams, the Chief Scientific Adviser on 

progress made regarding recommendations the 

Committee made in its inquiry into Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics 

(STEM) Skills and her wider remit on 25 

November. 

Scrutiny of the Innovation 

Advisory Council 
The Innovation Advisory Council for Wales 

(IACW) was launched in October 2014. It is jointly 

chaired by Adam Price and Ian Menzies, and 

includes representatives from public services, 

higher education and business. The Committee 

took the opportunity to scrutinise their first 

year’s work on 25 November. 

Business Rates Devolution to 

Wales 

Business rates became fully devolved to Wales as 

of 1 April 2015. 

The Committee previously held a meeting on 

Business Rates on 11 March.  

As a follow-up, oral evidence was taken, 

separately, from the Institute of Revenues, 

Rating and Valuation (IRRV), the Federation of 

Small Businesses (FSB) and the Minister for EST 

on 9 December. 

 

Committee activity for the 

spring term 2016 

Please note that information regarding dates and 

topics of inquiry is subject to change depending 

on emerging priorities. 

Updated information can be found at: 

http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgCom

mitteeDetails.aspx?ID=228 

 The Committee will hold Ministerial scrutiny 

sessions on the Welsh Government’s draft 

budget proposals on 14 January. The Deputy 

Minister for Skills and Technology and the 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport 

will attend. 

 The Committee will hold an informal 

stakeholder event on 20 January to discuss the 

Welsh Government’s progress in implementing 

the Active Travel (Wales) Act 2013. This will 

be followed by a post-legislative scrutiny 

session with the Minister for Economy, Science 

and Transport in the Senedd.  

 The Committee will commence its inquiry into 

the Priorities for the future of Welsh Rail 

Infrastructure. A public consultation has been 

launched with a closing date of 14 January. 

The Committee will hold oral evidence sessions 

before half-term and will scrutinise the Minister 

for Economy, Science and Transport on 24 

February. This Ministerial scrutiny session will 

also cover City Regions, Metro and the Rail 

Franchise. 

The first oral evidence session will be held at 

the Catrin Finch Centre, Glyndŵr University in 

Wrexham on 28 January. 

 The Deputy Minister for Skills and Technology 

will update the Committee on progress made 

regarding the Committee’s Assisting Young 

People into Work report (PDF, 778 KB) 

recommendations on 24 February. 
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 The Committee will hold a one day session on 

the pressures facing the steel industry on 3 

March. Oral evidence will be taken from key 

stakeholders followed by scrutiny of the 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport. 

 The Committee will hold a one day session on 

making the most of the rural economy on 9 

March. 

Feedback please! 

We welcome feedback on this document, 

whether its contents are relevant and 

appropriate, and whether you wish us to include 

anything that we have not covered this time 

around. Please e-mail 

Michael.Lewis@Assembly.Wales.  

Please feel free to forward this document to 

anyone you think would wish to know about the 

work and operations of the Enterprise and 

Business Committee 

Remit 

The Committee was established on 22 June 2011 

with a remit to examine legislation and hold the 

Welsh Government to account by scrutinising its 

expenditure, administration and policy, 

encompassing economic development; 

transport and infrastructure; employment; higher 

education and skills; and research and 

development, including technology and science. 

Contact details 

You can email the Committee Clerking Team: 

SeneddEcon@Assembly.Wales  

 Clerk 

Gareth.Price@Assembly.Wales 

 Second Clerk 

Martha.DaGamaHowells@Assembly.Wales 

 Deputy Clerk 

Rachel.Jones@Assembly.Wales 

 Committee Support 

Michael.Lewis@Assembly.Wales  

Phone us: 0300 200 6565  

Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddEcon  
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