
 

National Assembly for Wales 

Enterprise and Business Committee – summer 2015 

Welcome to our committee update 
This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at widening engagement in the 

Committee’s activities and helping you to provide information and expertise to officials and Members. It 

has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the Committee’s work.  

For all the latest news from the Committee follow us on: @SeneddEcon 

 

Work undertaken spring 

2015 

Assisting Young People into Work 
The Committee held a final evidence session 

with a panel of secondary school head teachers 

and school leaders on 15 January. 

The Committee launched its report and a 

summary of its findings on 19 March at the Tŷ 

Hywel building, National Assembly for Wales. The 

launch provided stakeholders with an 

opportunity to comment on the report and ask 

Committee members about its contents. 

 
http://ow.ly/LTER7 

Video: William Graham AM summarises the 

findings of our Assisting Young People into 

Work report. 

 
Above: Committee Members respond to 

stakeholders’ questions at the report launch. 

 
http://ow.ly/LTKAV 

Above: Arwyn Watkins, Cambrian Training 

gives his thoughts on the Committee’s report 

findings. 

A Plenary debate has been provisionally 

scheduled for 20 May to coincide with the Welsh 

Government’s response to the report’s 16 

recommendations.  

https://twitter.com/seneddEcon
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld10150%20-%20report%20by%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20on%20assisting%20young%20people%20into%20work/cr-ld10150-e.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s38035/Easy%20read%20report%20-%20March%202015.pdf
http://ow.ly/LTER7
http://ow.ly/LTKAV
http://ow.ly/LTER7
http://ow.ly/LTKAV


 

EU Funding scrutiny session 
The Committee held a follow-up scrutiny 

session with the Minister for Finance and 

Government Business on 21 January.  

Members scrutinised the Minister on the 

implementation of the new Structural Funds 

programmes and discussed actions the Welsh 

Government had taken in response to the 

Committee’s previous inquiries into Horizon 

2020 (Stage 1 and Stage 2) and EU Funding 

Opportunities 2014-2020. 

Employment Opportunities for 

People Over 50 
The Committee commenced its inquiry into 

Employment Opportunities for People Over 

50. Following a consultation exercise, which 

finished early in the spring term, the Committee 

took oral evidence from key stakeholders at 

formal sessions on 29 January and 25 February. 

As part of the evidence gathering the Committee 

undertook rapporteur visits on 12 February to 

seek the views of employers and organisations 

across Wales. A summary of the issues 

discussed during the rapporteur visits has been 

published. 

The Committee is due to publish its report in the 

summer and a Plenary debate will be scheduled 

to coincide with the Welsh Government’s 

response. 

Wales and Borders Rail Franchise 

follow-up scrutiny 
Following the Minister for Economy, Science and 

Transport’s statement on establishing a not for 

dividend wholly owned subsidiary company of 

the Welsh Government, the Committee held a 

follow-up scrutiny session with the Minister 

on 4 February. 

The Committee will continue to monitor the 

situation on the Wales and Borders Rail 

Franchise. 

City Regions and the Metro 
The Committee undertook a visit to the Greater 

Manchester Combined Authority (GMCA) on 5 

March as part of their on-going work into City 

Regions and the Metro. Members were keen to 

find out more about integrated transport, 

economic development and governance within 

the GMCA.  

http://ow.ly/LTIi8 

Video: William Graham AM talks about the 

Committee’s recent visit to Transport for 

Greater Manchester (TfGM). 

Above: Committee Members with TfGM 

representatives following a tram journey on 

the Metrolink.  

http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/1dff0fd2-98af-4e28-95fa-7f847e2206d1?inPoint=0:36:57&outPoint=1:55:29
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/1dff0fd2-98af-4e28-95fa-7f847e2206d1?inPoint=0:36:57&outPoint=1:55:29
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/1dff0fd2-98af-4e28-95fa-7f847e2206d1?inPoint=0:36:57&outPoint=1:55:29
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9017-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9017%20-%20Report%20by%20the%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20on%20Horizon%202020%3A%20Stage%201%20%20
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9341-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9341%20-%20Report%20by%20the%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20on%20Horizon%202020%3A%20Stage%202
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s29432/Report%20-%20July%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s29432/Report%20-%20July%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=11339
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=11339
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=153
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s37502/EBC4-07-15%20p.5%20Summary%20of%20rapporteur%20visits%2012%20February.pdf
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/b6bd1158-4185-4f1f-b102-5be3e9e27430?inPoint=1:15:35
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9589-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9589%20-%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20-%20Report%20on%20the%20Inquiry%20into%20the%20Future%20of%20the%20Wales%20and%20Borders%20Rail%20Franchise
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld9589-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD9589%20-%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20-%20Report%20on%20the%20Inquiry%20into%20the%20Future%20of%20the%20Wales%20and%20Borders%20Rail%20Franchise
http://ow.ly/LTIi8
http://ow.ly/LTIi8


 

Business Rates Policy 
Business rates became fully devolved to Wales as 

of 1 April 2015. 

 

The Committee held a one-off scrutiny session 

with the Minister for Economy, Science and 

Transport on 11 March. Oral evidence was also 

taken from the Federation of Small Businesses.  

 

The Committee will revisit this issue in the 

autumn term. 

 

EU investment opportunities for 

Wales 
The Committee held video-conference sessions 

on EU investment opportunities for Wales with 

UKREP (UK Government Permanent 

Representation to the EU) and DG Maritime 

Affairs and Fisheries officials on 19 March. 

The session with UKREP was an opportunity for 

Members to learn more about European 

Commission President Jean-Claude Juncker’s 

investment plan. 

The session with DG Maritime was arranged 

because of the recent announcements about 

tidal lagoons in Wales and proposals for EU 

funding. 

The Committee was also updated on Juncker’s 

Investment Plan during a video-conference 

session with Welsh MEPs on 25 March. 

Inquiry into Tourism 
A Plenary debate on the Welsh Government’s 

response to the Committee’s report was held on 

21 January. 

Committee activity for the 

summer term 2015 

Please note that information regarding dates 

and topics of inquiry is subject to change, 

depending on emerging priorities. 

 The Committee will hold a scrutiny session on 

the Development Bank for Wales with the 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport 

on 23 April. 

The Minister will also be accompanied by 

Professor Dylan Jones-Evans, Chair of the 

Development Bank for Wales Task and Finish 

Group and Robert Lloyd Griffiths from the 

Institute of Directors. 

A further session is scheduled with Finance 

Wales on 13 May. 

 The Committee will hold a follow-up scrutiny 

session on Regeneration of Town Centres 

with the Minister for Communities and Tackling 

Poverty on 29 April. 

The Committee will also take oral evidence 

from several key stakeholders at this session. 

 The Committee will hold a scrutiny session on 

a range of transport issues with Mark Langman 

from Network Rail on 13 May. 

 The Committee will continue their scrutiny and 

evidence gathering on Enterprise Zones, City 

Regions and the Metro. 

Professor Gillian Bristow of Cardiff University 

School of Geography will provide oral evidence 

on 13 May and the Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport will be scrutinised on 3 

June.  

The Committee will undertake a fact finding 

visit to Transport for London on 21 May. 

 The Committee will undertake some work on 

the Welsh Government’s new policy 

Framework for Co-Investment in Skills and 

http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/93938e41-5f47-49bb-a28b-ec2f90472ca6?inPoint=1:08:36&outPoint=2:03:50
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/93938e41-5f47-49bb-a28b-ec2f90472ca6?inPoint=1:08:36&outPoint=2:03:50
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/93938e41-5f47-49bb-a28b-ec2f90472ca6?inPoint=1:08:36&outPoint=2:03:50
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/b641ea2c-54f9-48e8-a59a-a027b25512bc?inPoint=1:31:12&outPoint=2:36:54
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10068%20-%20response%20to%20the%20report%20by%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20on%20its%20inquiry%20into%20tourism/gen-ld10068-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10068%20-%20response%20to%20the%20report%20by%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20on%20its%20inquiry%20into%20tourism/gen-ld10068-e.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld8771-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD8771%20-%20Report%20by%20the%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20on%20the%20Regeneration%20of%20town%20centres
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/141120-framework-for-co-investment-in-skills-en.pdf
http://gov.wales/docs/dcells/publications/141120-framework-for-co-investment-in-skills-en.pdf


 

its potential impact on funding for 

apprenticeships. 

The Committee will hold a business breakfast 

in South Wales on 11 June and in North Wales 

on 9 July to seek the views of key stakeholders.  

Views on this topic are welcome and can be 

submitted by contacting the Enterprise and 

Business Committee. 

 The Committee will hold a scrutiny session on 

Public Procurement with the Minister for 

Finance and Government Business on 17 June. 

 The Committee will hold a one-off scrutiny 

session on the Impact of Large-Scale Job 

Losses with the Minister for Economy, Science 

and Transport and the Deputy Minister for Skills 

and Technology on 1 July. 

 The Committee will hold sessions on Ports in 

Wales on 9 July and 15 July. This builds on 

previous work on ports in the light of evidence 

from DG Maritime Affairs on 19 March 2015. 

How we plan inquiries 

Ultimately all inquiries begin with the ideas, 

aspirations, expertise and knowledge of 

Assembly Members, who in turn are informed by 

their constituents and professional contacts. The 

Committee will also prioritise the scrutiny of 

legislation that comes under its remit. 

Members and officials discuss the planning of 

inquiries every term so that the Committee has a 

rolling, flexible, programme of work.  

Other ways inquiries may arise are: 

 Frequently, the Committee will decide that it 

wishes to revisit certain inquiries, after a 

suitable time has elapsed, to determine 

whether the Welsh Government is 

implementing the Committee’s 

recommendations. In these cases, it will carry 

out a relatively short follow-up inquiry. 

 The Petitions Committee may propose that 

committees undertake inquiries and/or 

investigate issues raised in petitions.  

 Committees may undertake pre-legislative 

scrutiny inquiries to ensure that forthcoming 

legislation as drafted is robust and meets the 

needs of all stakeholders. 

 Where UK legislation has significant 

implications for Wales, the Committee may 

undertake scrutiny of UK draft Bills or UK Bills. 

 The Committee may decide that a particular 

issue requires a more informal and flexible 

approach than scrutinising evidence in formal 

hearings. It may therefore establish a task and 

finish group of, say, four members, to 

undertake work behind the scenes, as it were, 

and then report back to the full Committee.  

 Sometimes stakeholders suggest to the 

Committee directly that it should be 

considering other issues. 

http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=174&RPID=1005472982&cp=yes
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=174&RPID=1005472982&cp=yes
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=174&RPID=1005472982&cp=yes
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld8972-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD8972%20-%20Report%20by%20the%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20on%20International%20connectivity%20through%20Welsh%20ports%20and%20airports


 

And finally… 

Feedback please! 
We wish to receive as much feedback as possible 

regarding how useful this document is to you, 

whether its contents are relevant and 

appropriate, and whether you wish us to include 

anything that we have not covered this time 

around. Please e-mail 

Michael.Lewis@Assembly.Wales with your 

feedback.  

Also please feel free to forward this document or 

our contact details to anyone you think would 

wish to know about the work and operations of 

the Enterprise and Business Committee 

Remit 

The Committee was established on 22 June 2011 

with a remit to examine legislation and hold the 

Welsh Government to account by scrutinising its 

expenditure, administration and policy, 

encompassing economic development; 

transport and infrastructure; employment; higher 

education and skills; and research and 

development, including technology and science. 

Contact details 

You can email the Committee Clerking Team: 

SeneddEcon@Assembly.Wales  

 Siân Phipps 

Clerk 

Sian.Phipps@Assembly.Wales 

 Martha da Gama Howells 

Second Clerk 

Martha.DaGamaHowells@Assembly.Wales 

 Rachel Jones 

Deputy Clerk 

Rachel.Jones@Assembly.Wales 

 Mike Lewis 

Committee Support 

Michael.Lewis@Assembly.Wales  

Phone us: 0300 200 6565  

Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddEcon 

Website: www.assembly.wales/SeneddEcon 

mailto:SeneddEcon@Assembly.Wales
mailto:Sian.Phipps@Assembly.Wales
mailto:Rachel.Jones@
mailto:Michael.Lewis@Assembly.
https://twitter.com/seneddEcon
http://www.assembly.wales/Senedd
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