
 

National Assembly for Wales 

Enterprise and Business Committee – spring 2015 

Welcome to our committee update 

This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at widening engagement in the 

Committee’s activities and helping you to provide information and expertise to officials and Members. It 

has been produced by the Clerking team which supports the Committee’s work.  

For all the latest news from the Committee follow us on: @SeneddECON 

 

Work undertaken autumn 

term 2014 

Inquiry into EU funding 

opportunities 2014-2020 

The Committee invited key stakeholders to a 

working lunch ahead of the Plenary debate on 

17 September to canvass reactions to the Welsh 

Government’s response to the Committee’s 

report. 

 

 
http://youtu.be/wfYhlEC7X9c 

Video: Huw Merfyn Hughes, Cardiff 

Metropolitan University gives his views on 

the Welsh Government’s response ahead of 

the Plenary debate. 

 

 
http://youtu.be/2m68aGSmlyY 

Video: Andrew Potter, Cardiff University 

offers his thoughts on the Welsh 

Government’s response ahead of the Plenary 

debate. 

 

As a direct result of Committee Members 

stressing the importance of establishing an ‘EU 

Funding Champion’ during the Plenary debate, 

the Minister for Finance and Government 

Business later issued a statement outlining how 

this would be implemented.  

 

Inquiry into the Welsh 

Government’s approach to the 

promotion of trade and inward 

investment 

The Committee concluded its evidence 

gathering with a visit on 18 September to Halen 

Môn Salt, Anglesey, a Welsh exporting success 

story. Members discussed with the owners issues 

regarding trade and inward investment and also 

enjoyed a tour of the facility. 

https://twitter.com/seneddEcon
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/9fc645f0-639d-4aee-9d6b-3cfcfdd0a2c1?inPoint=1:38:11&outPoint=2:25:25
http://youtu.be/wfYhlEC7X9c
http://youtu.be/2m68aGSmlyY
http://youtu.be/wfYhlEC7X9c
http://youtu.be/2m68aGSmlyY


 

Halen Môn Salt, Anglesey

 

The Committee published its report on the 

Welsh Government’s approach to the 

promotion of trade and inward investment on 

8 October. The Welsh Government issued a 

response to the Committee’s report on 27 

November and a Plenary debate was held on 3 

December. 

During the Plenary debate, the Minister for 

Economy, Science and Transport made a 

concession regarding the Committee’s 

recommendation on publishing annual key 

performance measures for the support it 

provides to exporters in relation to trade 

missions and fairs. Having initially rejected the 

recommendation, the Minister agreed to provide 

further information on the return on investment 

derived from such initiatives. 

Inquiry into Tourism 

The Committee continued its inquiry into 

Tourism with a visit to Llechwedd Slate Caverns 

in Blaenau Ffestiniog on 18 September. The 

Committee met with stakeholders and local 

tourism businesses from the North Wales area. 

The Committee had previously held similar 

stakeholder events at St Davids Visitor Centre, 

Pembrokeshire and the National Museum, 

Cardiff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Llechwedd Slate Caverns, Blaenau Ffestiniog 

 

 

 
 

 
In the final session of the inquiry the Committee 

scrutinised the Deputy Minister for Culture, 

Sport and Tourism on 2 October. 

 

The Committee published its report on 20 

November at Aberglasney House and Gardens, 

Carmarthenshire and a Plenary debate has been 

http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/cr-ld9942-r%20-%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20report%20-%20the%20welsh%20government%e2%80%99s%20approach%20to%20the%20promotion%20of%20trade%20and%20inwa/cr-ld9942-r-e.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/cr-ld9942-r%20-%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20report%20-%20the%20welsh%20government%e2%80%99s%20approach%20to%20the%20promotion%20of%20trade%20and%20inwa/cr-ld9942-r-e.pdf
http://www.assemblywales.org/laid%20documents/cr-ld9942-r%20-%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20report%20-%20the%20welsh%20government%e2%80%99s%20approach%20to%20the%20promotion%20of%20trade%20and%20inwa/cr-ld9942-r-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10019%20-%20written%20response%20by%20the%20welsh%20government%20to%20the%20report%20of%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee/gen-ld10019-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10019%20-%20written%20response%20by%20the%20welsh%20government%20to%20the%20report%20of%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee/gen-ld10019-e.pdf
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/7d46bfea-1b74-41b8-bb32-8c189760e86c?inPoint=2:24:31&outPoint=2:59:01
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Index/e38243a6-76c0-42f6-a723-b42ee6b72d22
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Index/e38243a6-76c0-42f6-a723-b42ee6b72d22
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/cr-ld10004%20-%20report%20by%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%20on%20tourism/cr-ld10004-e.pdf


 

scheduled for 21 January to coincide with the 

Welsh Government’s response to the report. 

Aberglasney House and Gardens, 

Carmarthenshire 

 

Legislative Consent Motion: Small 

Business, Enterprise and 

Employment Bill 

The Committee considered and agreed the 

Legislative Consent Motion: Small Business, 

Enterprise and Employment Bill on 24 

September. 

Supplementary Legislative 

Consent Memorandum, Small 

Business, Enterprise and 

Employment Bill, Landlord and 

Tenant Act 1954 

The Committee considered and agreed the 

Supplementary Legislative Consent 

Memorandum, Small Business, Enterprise and 

Employment Bill, Landlord and Tenant Act 1954 

on 26 November. 

 

Follow-up inquiry into Science, 

Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) skills 
The Committee launched its report into STEM 

skills at the Curriculum and Assessment Review 

Conference in Cardiff on 26 September.  

 

The report contained 14 recommendations, only 

five of which were accepted by the Welsh 

Government. 

 

Committee Members met stakeholders for a 

working lunch ahead of the Plenary debate on 

26 November to canvass reactions to the Welsh 

Government’s response to the Committee’s 

report. 

 

 

 
http://youtu.be/XmekgezPOrE 

Video: Wendy Sadler, Cardiff University (left) 

and Anita Shaw, Techniquest (right) give their 

views following the working lunch debate. 

 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s31151/Report%20-%20September%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s31151/Report%20-%20September%202014.pdf
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/dfc55294-a6c8-4495-b38f-d52ca75bb967?inPoint=1:50:07&outPoint=2:30:54
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10003%20-%20written%20response%20to%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%e2%80%99s%20report%20on%20science,%20technology,%20engineering%20and%20ma/gen-ld10003-e.pdf
http://www.assembly.wales/laid%20documents/gen-ld10003%20-%20written%20response%20to%20the%20enterprise%20and%20business%20committee%e2%80%99s%20report%20on%20science,%20technology,%20engineering%20and%20ma/gen-ld10003-e.pdf
http://youtu.be/XmekgezPOrE
http://youtu.be/XmekgezPOrE


 

 
http://youtu.be/vhOqOHf76XE 

Video: Alice Gray, STEM Ambassador (left) 

and Zoe Morgan, Cardiff University (right) 

interviewed following the working lunch. 

 

Following the debate the Committee wrote to 

the Deputy Minister for Skills and Technology to 

recommend the Welsh Government publish an 

action plan for taking forward this important 

agenda. 

 

Follow-up scrutiny on ports and 

rail electrification 
The Committee held a follow-up scrutiny 

session on ports and rail electrification with 

the Minister for Economy, Science and 

Transport on 2 October. 

 

The Committee’s on-going scrutiny on these 

topics has been an important factor in moving 

the electrification process forward. 

 

The Committee will continue to closely monitor 

the situation with a session on the Future of the 

Wales and Borders Rail Franchise scheduled for 4 

February. 

 

Also, the major infrastructure developments 

relating to ports and rail electrification will 

feature in the Committee’s forthcoming Legacy 

report. 

 

Scrutiny of the Welsh Language 

and Economic Development Task 

and Finish Group 
The Committee held a one-off session with two 

members of the Welsh Language and Economic 

Development Task and Finish Group on 2 

October. 

 

This session responded to the Communities, 

Equality and Local Government Committee’s 

recommendation for Assembly Committees to 

scrutinise Welsh Language issues within their 

respective portfolios. 

 

Economic Priority Sectors – 

Scrutiny of Sector Panel Chairs 

In January 2013 the Welsh Government 

Department for Business, Enterprise, Technology 

and Science (BETS) published the Sectors 

Delivery Plan. This document contains an 

executive summary of the current position of 

each sector in Wales, the opportunities and 

challenges faced and the short, medium and 

long-term strategic priorities being put in place 

to achieve the vision for the sector. 

The Committee held a one-off session with 

members of seven of the eight sector panels on 

8 October. The sector panels were questioned to 

establish what progress had been made on all of 

their short-term priorities. 

The Committee agreed to monitor the economic 

priority sectors going forward.  

Draft Budget Scrutiny 

On 16 October the Committee held Ministerial 

scrutiny sessions on the Welsh Government’s 

draft budget proposals 2015-16. 

The Minister for Education and Skills and the 

Deputy Minister for Skills and Technology 

were both scrutinised during the morning 

session and the Minister for Economy, Science 

http://youtu.be/vhOqOHf76XE
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/e38243a6-76c0-42f6-a723-b42ee6b72d22?inPoint=1:03:00
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/e38243a6-76c0-42f6-a723-b42ee6b72d22?inPoint=1:03:00
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/e38243a6-76c0-42f6-a723-b42ee6b72d22?inPoint=1:03:00
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/e38243a6-76c0-42f6-a723-b42ee6b72d22?inPoint=1:03:00
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Index/2471ce76-6e01-4973-9750-f34e7bea0275
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/130125deliveryplanen.pdf
http://wales.gov.uk/docs/det/publications/130125deliveryplanen.pdf
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Index/d4334cc5-31c7-4fa4-b1cd-55d62d8d2582
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/3fc6c92d-1e0c-4b00-a582-401027443ab3?inPoint=0:00:22
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/3fc6c92d-1e0c-4b00-a582-401027443ab3?inPoint=0:00:22
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/515da226-dede-4395-a32b-376857c6a804?inPoint=0:00:32
http://youtu.be/vhOqOHf76XE


 

and Transport was scrutinised during the 

afternoon session. 

The Committee has published two letters that 

were sent to the Minister for Education and 

Skills and the Minister for Economy, Science 

and Transport regarding its scrutiny of the 

Welsh Government draft budget proposals 2015-

16.  

Both the Minister for Education and Skills and 

the Minister for Economy, Science and 

Transport have responded to the letters. 

Assisting Young People into Work 

The Committee commenced its inquiry on 

Assisting Young People into Work on 16 October. 

The Committee published a public consultation 

in the autumn term 2014 and received 24 

responses.  

Following the consultation the Committee took 

oral evidence from key stakeholders and held a 

scrutiny session with the Deputy Minister for 

Skills and Technology on 26 November. 

As well as the formal evidence gathering, the 

Assembly’s Outreach team travelled across Wales 

seeking the views of young people on the 

barriers that exist in trying to find work. They 

filmed 17 young people and produced the 

following video. 

 

Video: http://youtu.be/ph8KmTM3HGw 

The Outreach team also arranged visits to Info-

Nation and University of Wales Trinity St David 

(UWTSD) in Swansea on 20 November.  

Members met young people at Info-Nation and 

heard first-hand the problems facing young 

people in finding work.  

The Committee then moved on to UWTSD to 

discuss the main issues with organisations who 

have an interest in the inquiry topic. 

University of Wales Trinity St David, Swansea 

 

 

The Committee held a final evidence session 

with a panel of secondary school head teachers 

and school leaders on 15 January. 

The Committee is due to publish its report later 

in the spring. 

Enterprise Zones, City Regions 

and the Metro 

The Committee held a one-off session on 4 

December to look at the current position of three 

interrelated areas of Welsh Government policy: 

Enterprise Zones; City Regions; and the Metro. 

http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/515da226-dede-4395-a32b-376857c6a804?inPoint=0:00:32
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s33251/Letter%20to%20the%20Minister%20for%20Education%20and%20Skills.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s33251/Letter%20to%20the%20Minister%20for%20Education%20and%20Skills.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s33252/Letter%20to%20the%20Minister%20for%20Economy%20Science%20and%20Transport.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s33252/Letter%20to%20the%20Minister%20for%20Economy%20Science%20and%20Transport.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s34136/Response%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Education%20and%20Skills.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s34137/Response%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Economy%20Science%20and%20Transport.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/documents/s34137/Response%20from%20the%20Minister%20for%20Economy%20Science%20and%20Transport.pdf
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=146
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=146
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/e10fa893-8f2a-4da5-b238-47f2b46f6160?inPoint=0:43:22
http://senedd.tv/Meeting/Clip/e10fa893-8f2a-4da5-b238-47f2b46f6160?inPoint=0:43:22
http://youtu.be/ph8KmTM3HGw
http://youtu.be/ph8KmTM3HGw


 

The Committee took oral evidence from key 

stakeholders and scrutinised the Minister for 

Economy, Science and Transport.  

 

Following the session, the Committee agreed to 

undertake fact finding visits to Greater 

Manchester and Liverpool city regions on 5 

March and 19 March respectively. 

 

The Committee also agreed to continue scrutiny 

of these areas during the summer term. 

 

Next Generation Broadband 

At the draft budget scrutiny session in October, 

the Minister for Economy, Science and Transport 

offered to arrange a briefing for Members on 

Superfast Cymru broadband with representatives 

from BT. This informal session was held on 10 

December at BT’s offices in Cardiff Bay and the 

Committee will monitor progress going forward. 

Committee activity for the spring 

term 2015 
Please note that information regarding dates 

and topics of inquiry is subject to change, 

depending on emerging priorities. 

 The Committee will hold a follow-up scrutiny 

session on EU funding programmes (EU 

opportunities 2014-20, Horizon 2020 and 

Structural Funds) with the Minister for Finance 

and Government Business on 21 January. 

  The Committee will be commencing an 

inquiry into employment opportunities for 

people over 50. Scoping of the inquiry was 

undertaken in the autumn term and the 

Committee agreed the terms of reference 

shortly after. 

The Committee issued a public consultation 

via local radio and local press and submissions 

are still welcome. 

The Committee will take oral evidence from a 

range of key stakeholders and is due to 

scrutinise the Deputy Minister for Skills and 

Technology on 25 February.  

As part of the evidence gathering the Assembly 

Outreach team has arranged four rapporteur 

visits to employers across Wales on 12 

February. 

 The Committee will hold a follow-up scrutiny 

session on the Future of the Wales and Borders 

Rail Franchise with the Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport on 4 February, following 

her statement on establishing a not for 

dividend wholly owned subsidiary company of 

the Welsh Government.  

Professor Stuart Cole will also be providing oral 

evidence at this session. 

 The Committee will undertake fact finding 

visits to Greater Manchester and Liverpool city 

regions on 5 March to look at the experience of 

combined authorities. 

 The Committee will hold a scrutiny session on 

Business Rates Policy with the Minister for 

Economy, Science and Transport on 11 March. 

 

 

 

http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Index/34cfdde3-ab10-4f8f-aa97-bf457df7ce23
http://www.senedd.tv/Meeting/Index/34cfdde3-ab10-4f8f-aa97-bf457df7ce23
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=11339
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=11339
http://www.senedd.assembly.wales/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=153


 

How we plan inquiries 

Ultimately all inquiries begin with the ideas, 

aspirations, expertise and knowledge of 

Assembly Members, who in turn are informed by 

their constituents and professional contacts. The 

Committee will also prioritise the scrutiny of 

legislation that comes under its remit. 

Members and officials discuss the planning of 

inquiries every term so that the Committee has a 

rolling, flexible, programme of work.  

Other ways inquiries may arise are: 

 Frequently, the Committee will decide that it 

wishes to revisit certain inquiries, after a 

suitable time has elapsed, to determine 

whether the Welsh Government is 

implementing the Committee’s 

recommendations. In these cases, it will carry 

out a relatively short follow-up inquiry. 

 The Petitions Committee may propose that 

committees undertake inquiries and/or 

investigate issues raised in petitions.  

 Committees may undertake pre-legislative 

scrutiny inquiries to ensure that forthcoming 

legislation as drafted is robust and meets the 

needs of all stakeholders. 

 Where UK legislation has significant 

implications for Wales, the Committee may 

undertake scrutiny of UK draft Bills or UK Bills. 

 The Committee may decide that a particular 

issue requires a more informal and flexible 

approach than scrutinising evidence in formal 

hearings. It may therefore establish a task and 

finish group of, say, four members, to 

undertake work behind the scenes, as it were, 

and then report back to the full Committee.  

 Sometimes stakeholders suggest to the 

Committee directly that it should be 

considering other issues. 

Feedback please! 

We wish to receive as much feedback as possible 

regarding how useful this document is to you, 

whether its contents are relevant and 

appropriate, and whether you wish us to include 

anything that we have not covered this time 

around. Please e-mail 

Michael.Lewis@assembly.wales with your 

feedback.  

Also please feel free to forward this document or 

our contact details to anyone you think would 

wish to know about the work and operations of 

the Enterprise and Business Committee 

 

Remit 

The Committee was established on 22 June 2011 

with a remit to examine legislation and hold the 

Welsh Government to account by scrutinising its 

expenditure, administration and policy, 

encompassing economic development; 

transport and infrastructure; employment; higher 

education and skills; and research and 

development, including technology and science. 



 

Contact details 

You can email the Committee Clerking Team: 

SeneddECON@assembly.wales  

 Siân Phipps 

Clerk 

0300 200 6356 

sian.phipps@assembly.wales 

 Rachel Jones 

Deputy Clerk 

0300 200 6351 

rachel.jones@assembly.wales 

 Mike Lewis 

Committee Support 

0300 200 6350 

michael.lewis@assembly.wales  

Phone us: 0300 200 6565  

Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddECON 

Website: www.assembly.wales/SeneddECON     
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