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Enterprise and Business Committee
The Committee was established on 22 June 2011 with a remit to examine legislation and hold 
the Welsh Government to account by scrutinising its expenditure, administration and policy, 
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education and skills; and research and development, including technology and science.
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Enterprise and Business Committee  

Welcome to our committee update 

This update of the Committee’s recent and future activities is aimed at 

widening engagement in the Committee’s activities and helping you to 

provide information and expertise to officials and Members. It has been 

produced by the Clerking team which supports the Committee’s work.  

The Committee has recently launched its new twitter feed. For all the latest 

news from the Committee follow us on: 

 @SeneddEcon 

Work undertaken spring term 2014 

WOMEX impact and legacy 

In 2013 Cardiff held the International world music trade expo known as 

WOMEX. In January 2014 the Committee undertook a one-day inquiry on the 

impact and potential legacy effect, both economic and cultural, of holding 

the event in Wales. The Committee heard evidence from the organisers and 

the Welsh music industry. 

The Committee enjoyed an inspirational evidence session on 16 January and 

wrote to the Minister for Economy, Science and Transport to congratulate her 

and her officials for playing such an instrumental role in supporting such a 

successful event. The Minister replied to the Committee and thanked 

Members for their positive feedback. 

Trans-European Transport Networks (TEN-T) and Connecting Europe 

Facility (CEF) Regulations 

The Committee held a scrutiny session on the new TEN-T and CEF 

Regulations with Robert Goodwill MP, Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State 

for Transport on 16 January. This followed previous sessions with officials 

from the European Commission’s Directorate – General for Mobility and 

Transport (DG MOVE) on 21 November and The Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport on 5 December. The purpose of the session was to 

seek clarification on why Wales’s infrastructure no longer features in a TEN-T 

core network corridor. 

https://twitter.com/seneddEcon
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24204/EBC4-05-14p.9%20Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Minister%20regarding%20WOMEX%20dated%2017%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24205/EBC4-05-14p.10%20The%20Ministers%20response%20regarding%20WOMEX%20dated%2027%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24205/EBC4-05-14p.10%20The%20Ministers%20response%20regarding%20WOMEX%20dated%2027%20January%202014.pdf


Following the Committee’s scrutiny session with the Parliamentary Under 

Secretary of State for Transport, the Committee wrote to the Minister for 

Economy, Science and Transport and the European Commission’s Directorate 

seeking further clarification on issues raised. The Minister responded on 5 

February and the European Commission responded on 6 February. 

The Committee was also able to speak with European Commission officials 

about new TEN-T and CEF Regulations during its visit to Brussels in February.  

Trade and Investment inquiry  

The Committee undertook an inquiry into the Welsh Government's approach 

to the promotion of trade and inward investment. Following a consultation 

exercise, the Committee took oral evidence from key stakeholders and held 

a scrutiny session with the First Minister and the Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport on 3 April 2014. 

As part of the inquiry the Assembly’s outreach team produced a video, 

containing interviews that were conducted with a mixture of Welsh Small and 

Medium Enterprises (SMEs). The SMEs were asked for their thoughts on the 

following four key themes: 

 the support they have received from the Welsh Government to date; 

 what benefits they have found from trading internationally; 

 what barriers they perceive in trading their produce abroad; and 

 what they see as the areas for improvement in future. 

To conclude the evidence gathering, the Committee has arranged a visit to 

the Institute of Life Sciences (ILS) at Swansea University on 8 May. The 

purpose of the visit is for Committee Members to meet a number of the 

business tenants at the ILS and to discuss their views and/or experience with 

regard to exporting.  

The Committee is due to publish its report during the summer term. 

EU Funding Opportunities inquiry 

The Committee undertook an inquiry into EU funding opportunities 2014-

2020. The inquiry focused on those programmes of most relevance to the 

Committee’s remit (excluding the Welsh Structural Funds programmes and 

Horizon 2020). The programmes identified were:  

 Erasmus+ 

 Connecting Europe Facility (CEF)/TEN-T 

 COSME (Competitiveness of SMEs) 

 Creative Europe 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24206/EBC4-05-14p.11%20-%20TEN-T%20-%20Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Minister%20dated%2024%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24206/EBC4-05-14p.11%20-%20TEN-T%20-%20Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20the%20Minister%20dated%2024%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s26636/EBC4-05-14p.15%20-%20TEN-T%20-%20Letter%20from%20the%20Chair%20to%20Herald%20Ruijters%20dated%2024%20January%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24207/EBC4-05-14p.12%20-%20TEN-T%20-%20Ministers%20response%20dated%205%20February%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24207/EBC4-05-14p.12%20-%20TEN-T%20-%20Ministers%20response%20dated%205%20February%202014.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s24208/EBC4-05-14p.13%20TEN-T%20Letter%20from%20Herald%20Ruijters%20dated%2006.02.14.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=8492
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=8492
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VfjqDnDDylE
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=8564
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgIssueHistoryHome.aspx?IId=8564


 Territorial Co-operation (INTERREG Programmes) 

The Committee issued a consultation exercise and undertook a two-day fact 

finding visit to Brussels, including meetings with relevant Directorates in the 

European Commission and national, regional and other Brussels based 

representatives. 

In addition, the Committee held an outreach session with stakeholders at the 

Cyncoed College Campus of Cardiff Metropolitan University on 6 March, 

focusing in particular on the higher education/university level Erasmus 

mobility programme. 

 

Pictures from Cyncoed College Campus 

 



 

 

 



The Committee then undertook oral evidence sessions with key 

stakeholders, including a scrutiny session with the Minister for Finance on 

20 March. 

The Committee is due to publish its report in the summer term. 

EU Structural Funds 2014-2020: update session on preparations 

The Minister for Finance updated the Committee on the development of EU 

Structural Funds programmes for 2014-2020 on 20 March. For this session, 

the Minister submitted a paper covering the state of play in the preparations 

at EU, UK and Welsh level for the new Structural Funds programmes in Wales. 

This includes the membership of the new Programming Monitoring 

Committee, which will be chaired by Jenny Rathbone AM, and which held its 

first meeting at the end of February. 

Social Enterprises 

The Committee undertook a short follow-up inquiry into social enterprises 

on 3 April to monitor progress since the Third Assembly’s Enterprise and 

Learning Committee published its Social Enterprises report in November 

2010. The Committee last considered the role of social enterprises in the 

Welsh economy, in detail, in a scrutiny session with the Minister for 

Economy, Science and Transport on 4 July 2012. Later that month the 

Minister announced that she had set up a Welsh Co-operative and Mutuals 

Commission (the Commission), under the Chairmanship of Professor Andrew 

Davies, Swansea University’s Strategic Adviser, and also former Minister and 

Assembly Member.  

The Commission’s report was published on 21 February 2014 and contains 

25 recommendations. 

During this session the Minister agreed to provide the Committee with 

performance indicators for the Welsh Government’s support for social 

enterprises in her regular six-month update. 

Immediately before the scrutiny session with the Minister for Economy, 

Science and Transport and Professor Andrew Davies, the Committee had the 

opportunity to question the Wales Council for Voluntary Action. 

Enterprise Zones  

The Committee held a one-off scrutiny session on Enterprise Zones with the 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport on 20 March. The Committee 

had previously agreed to keep this topic under review and will continue to 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/documents/s500001726/EBC4-08-14%20p.6%20-%20EU%20Structural%20Funds%20update%20evidence%20from%20the%20Minister.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=228&MId=2041&Ver=4
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=228&MId=2041&Ver=4
http://www.assemblywales.org/the_role_of_social_enterprises_in_the_welsh_economy_-_e.pdf
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=228&MId=931&Ver=4
http://wales.gov.uk/topics/businessandeconomy/welsh-coop-mutuals-commission/?lang=en
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=228&MId=2038&Ver=4


return to it. The Minister was accompanied by Tracey Burke, Director of 

Strategy and Lord Bourne, Chair of the Collective Enterprise Zone Boards.  

Further to discussions at the Committee meeting the Minister extended an 

invitation to the Committee to visit the Enterprise Zones. 

Cardiff Airport 

The Committee held a one-off scrutiny session on Cardiff Airport with the 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport on 20 March. The Committee 

had previously taken evidence from the First Minister on Cardiff Airport on 

30 January 2013, prior to his written statement on 27 March 2013 

announcing the acquisition of the airport. The Committee will continue to 

monitor this topic. 

Financial scrutiny session 

Committee members undertook financial scrutiny training with Don Peebles, 

Head of CIPFA Scotland on 30 January. This training proved timely in 

preparing Committee members for the Committee’s first in-year financial 

scrutiny session (see below). 

Six monthly update and budget outturn 2012-13 

The Committee held a one-off session on in-year financial scrutiny with the 

Minister for Economy, Science and Transport on 19 February. This session 

was an opportunity to scrutinise the Minister on her department’s 

achievements during 2012-13, the progress made to date in the current 

financial year, as well as the changes made in the recent second 

supplementary budget. 

Expert witness training 

The Committee clerking team in association with Chwarae Teg conducted 

two training sessions to help prepare expert women for appearing before 

Assembly committees. Chwarae Teg is a body which seeks to improve 

women’s opportunities in the workplace. In the Assembly, out of the 369 

witness appearances before the Enterprise and Business Committee since 

July 2011, only 110 were women. When the Minister’s appearances are taken 

out of this figure, it falls to only 26%.  

In an initial meeting on 14 March participants received presentations on 

areas such as a Member’s and Chair’s perspective; presenting written and 

oral evidence and a witness’s perspective. 

A second session on 28 March took the form of a mock Committee meeting 

and was staged in one of the official Committee rooms in the Senedd. The 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=228&MId=2038&Ver=4
http://wales.gov.uk/about/cabinet/cabinetstatements/2013/cardiffairport/?lang=en
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/ieListDocuments.aspx?CId=228&MId=2034&Ver=4


meeting was chaired by David Melding AM and Assembly staff undertook the 

role of Committee members. 

Witnesses were asked to prepare and submit written evidence on the topic of 

‘public engagement’ for this session and were then questioned by the 

Committee.  

The Committee clerking team will provide feedback to the witnesses in due 

course. 

Pictures from expert witness training sessions 

 

 



Committee activity for the summer term 2014: 

Please note that information regarding dates and topics of inquiry is 

subject to change, depending on emerging priorities. 

- The Committee will be commencing a Follow-up inquiry into Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics (STEM) Skills. The initial 

inquiry was undertaken In November 2010 (third Assembly) by the 

Enterprise and Learning Committee. 

 

The Committee has undertaken a consultation exercise and will begin 

taking evidence from key stakeholders on 30 April. This initial session 

will take the form of two private web-chats and will seek the views of 

Higher Education (HE)/Further Education (FE) students on STEM 

subjects and the gender imbalance within these subjects. A scrutiny 

session with the Minister for Education and Skills, the Deputy Minister 

for Technology and Skills and the Chief Scientific Adviser is scheduled 

for 22 May in the afternoon. 

 

- The Committee will also be commencing an inquiry into Tourism. The 

Committee is currently running a consultation exercise and will begin 

taking evidence from key stakeholders in June. A scrutiny session with 

the Minister for Economy, Science and Transport is scheduled for the 

10 July in the morning. 

 

As part of the inquiry, the Committee intends to visit several tourism 

related businesses throughout Wales and to discuss their views and/or 

experience with regard to the Welsh Government’s commitments and 

aims for tourism. 

 

- The Committee will hold a follow-up scrutiny session on Welsh ports 

with the Minister for Economy, Science and Transport on 10 July in the 

afternoon. The Committee’s initial report was published in June 2012. 

How we plan inquiries 

Ultimately all inquiries begin with the ideas, aspirations, expertise and 

knowledge of Assembly Members, who in turn are informed by their 

constituents and professional contacts. The Committee will also prioritise 

the scrutiny of legislation that comes under its remit. 

Members and officials discuss the planning of inquiries every term so that 

the Committee has a rolling, flexible, programme of work.  

Other ways inquiries may arise are: 

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=113
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?ID=113
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgConsultationDisplay.aspx?id=118&RPID=1003639010&cp=yes
http://www.assemblywales.org/bus-home/bus-business-fourth-assembly-laid-docs/cr-ld8972-e.pdf?langoption=3&ttl=CR-LD8972%20-%20Report%20by%20the%20Enterprise%20and%20Business%20Committee%20on%20International%20connectivity%20through%20Welsh%20ports%20and%20airports


 Frequently, the Committee will decide that it wishes to revisit certain 

inquiries, after a suitable time has elapsed, to determine whether the 

Welsh Government is implementing the Committee’s 

recommendations. In these cases, it will carry out a relatively short 

follow-up inquiry. 

 

 The Petitions Committee may propose that committees undertake 

inquiries and/or investigate issues raised in petitions.  

 

 Committees may undertake pre-legislative scrutiny inquiries to ensure 

that forthcoming legislation as drafted is robust and meets the needs 

of all stakeholders. 

 

 Where UK legislation has significant implications for Wales, the 

Committee may undertake scrutiny of UK draft Bills or UK Bills. 

 

 The Committee may decide that a particular issue requires a more 

informal and flexible approach than scrutinising evidence in formal 

hearings. It may therefore establish a task and finish group of, say, 

four members, to undertake work behind the scenes, as it were, and 

then report back to the full Committee.  

 

 Sometimes stakeholders suggest to the Committee directly that it 

should be considering other issues. 

 

And finally… 

Feedback please! 

We wish to receive as much feedback as possible regarding how useful this 

document is to you, whether its contents are relevant and appropriate, and 

whether you wish us to include anything that we have not covered this time 

around. Please e-mail michael.lewis@wales.gov.uk with your feedback.  

Also please feel free to forward this document or our contact details to 

anyone you think would wish to know about the work and operations of 

the Enterprise and Business Committee. 

  

mailto:michael.lewis@wales.gov.uk


Remit 

The Enterprise and Business Committee was established on 22 June 2011 

with a remit to examine legislation and hold the Welsh Government to 

account by scrutinising its expenditure, administration and policy, 

encompassing economic development; transport and infrastructure; 

employment; higher education and skills; and research and development, 

including technology and science. 

Contact details 

Siân 

Phipps 

Clerk 0292089 8582 sian.phipps@wales.gov.uk 

 

Claire 

Morris 

Second 

Clerk 

0292089 8148 claire.Morris@Wales.gov.uk 

 

Olga 

Lewis 

Deputy 

Clerk 

0292089 8154 olga.lewis@wales.gov.uk 

 

Mike 

Lewis 

Committee 

Support 

0292089 8018 michael.lewis@wales.gov.uk 

 

 

You can also e-mail the Committee Clerking Team using this link: 

enterprise.committee@wales.gov.uk.  

 Follow us on Twitter: @SeneddEcon  

Our fax number is: 029 2089 8021 

Website:  

http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=228 

mailto:sian.phipps@wales.gov.uk
mailto:claire.Morris@Wales.gov.uk
mailto:olga.lewis@wales.gov.uk
mailto:michael.lewis@wales.gov.uk
mailto:enterprise.committee@wales.gov.uk
https://twitter.com/seneddEcon
http://www.senedd.assemblywales.org/mgCommitteeDetails.aspx?ID=228

